SPEARMAN RANK CORRELATION COEFFICIENT – SIGNIFICANCE TABLE

A further technique is now required to test the significance of the relationship.

The R² value must be looked up on the Spearman Rank significance table below as follows: 

· Work out the 'degrees of freedom' you need to use. This is the number of pairs in your sample minus 2 (n-2). 

· Now plot your result on the table. 

· If it is below the line marked 5%, then it is possible your result was the product of chance and you must reject the hypothesis. 

· If it is above the 0.1% significance level, then we can be 99.9% confident the correlation has not occurred by chance. 

· If it is above 1%, but below 0.1%, you can say you are 99% confident. 

· If it is above 5%, but below 1%, you can say you are 95% confident (i.e. statistically there is a 5% likelihood the result occurred by chance). 
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